
 

 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade/Course Grade Nine / English I 
Unit of Study Unit One:  Reading Literature / Writing Narratives 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 

 
Unit 
Overview 

 

In Unit One, students will focus on reading literature and composing 
narratives. By the completion of the unit, students will have a better 
understanding of how to identify and analyze theme, and how to 

identify the meaning of words and phrases within the text. Students 
will analyze fiction and non-fiction texts, using the same skills and 

techniques for both. 

Additionally, students will be able to create an engaging narrative 

using logical pacing and sequencing and relevant details. The unit will 
culminate in a final performance task, which asks students to create a 

personal narrative by applying the skills taught over the course of the 
unit. This narrative piece satisfies a core requirement of the district 
student-writing portfolio (W.CCR.3). 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 

 
RL.9.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.  

RL.9.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 

and is shaped and refined by specific details, and provide an 
objective summary of the text.  
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RL.9.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 

(e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 
sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL.9.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a 
text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time 

(e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create specific effects (e.g. mystery, 
tension, or surprise). 

Writing 

 
W.9.3            Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
                      using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured             

event sequences. 

 a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, 
or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 

reflection, and multiple plot lines, to  
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build 

on one another to create a coherent, complete and comprehensive 
piece.  

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture of the  
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

 
W.9.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience.  
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Supporting Standards 

 
Reading Literature 

 
RL.9.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a 

work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide 

reading of world literature. 

RL.9.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different 
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work 
(e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with 

the Fall of Icarus).  

Reading Informational Text 

RI.9.5 Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and 

refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text 
(e.g., a section or chapter). 

RI.9.6 
 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or 

purpose.  

Writing  

W.9.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual 

(such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

W.9.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update 
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to 

other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

W.9.9a. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

“Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats 
a theme or topic from mythology or the Bible or how a 

later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).  
      

    
W.9.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
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for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

SL.9.1 

 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on 
grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic 
or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 

ideas. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize 

points of agreement and disagreement, and justify own views. 
Make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning 
presented. 

SL.9.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  

SL.9.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence.  

SL.9.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

SL.9.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English.  

 

Language  
 

L.9.1 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
          a. Use parallel structure.* 

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, 
adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses 

(independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to 
convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to 
writing or presentations. 

* Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are 
particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as 
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L.9.2 
 

 

 

 

 

L.9.3 

they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking 

are marked with an asterisk. 
 

 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link 
two or more closely related independent clauses. 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
c. Spell correctly. 

 

Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, 

or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking 
or listening. 

 a. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language.  

L.9.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) 

as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that 

indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, 
analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 

precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or 

in a dictionary). 
 

L.9.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in 

context and analyze their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar 

denotations. 
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“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

 
DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature  

RL.9.1 CITE strong and thorough textual evidence and MAKE relevant connections to 

SUPPORT analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including DETERMINING where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 

RL.9.2 DETERMINE a theme or central idea of a text and ANALYZE in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 

refined by specific details and PROVIDE an objective summary of the text. 
 
RL.9.4 DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; ANALYZE the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 

time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
 
Writing 

W.9.3. WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or events USING   
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.9.1 

CITE 
 

 
 
MAKE 

 
 

 
SUPPORT 
 

 

strong and thorough textual 
evidence 

 
 
relevant connections 

 
 

 
analysis  

● what the text says explicitly  

● inferences drawn from the 

 
3 

 
 

3 

 
 

 
3 
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DETERMINING 

text 

 
 

where leaves matters uncertain  

 

 
 

2 

Students Can: 

● Draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes 
beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from 

reading. 
● Support conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

● Synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support conclusions. 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.9.2 

 

 

DETERMINE 
 
 

ANALYZE 
 

 
PROVIDE 
 

● theme or central idea of a 

text  
 

● development (in detail) over 

the course of the text 
o how it emerges 

o how it is shaped and 
refined by details 

 

● An objective summary of the 
text 

 

2 

 
 
 

3 
 

 
 
 

2 

Students Know: 

● An author's use of motif (i.e. central idea) can help illuminate the theme of a 

particular text. 

Students Can: 

● Analyze how the interrelationships of literary elements influence the development 
of plot and subplots, complex characters, and themes in text. 

● Analyze how a theme or central idea develops over the course of the text (e.g., 
motif), including evidence from the text as support. 

● Explain how specific details from the text refine or create subtle distinctions that 

shape the theme. 
● Use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of 
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texts (e.g., purpose, plot/subplot, central idea, theme). 

● Provide an objective summary. 

POWER STANDARD: RL.9.4 

 

DETERMINE 
 

 
 

 
 
ANALYZE 

 
 

 

● The meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 

the text including: 
o Figurative meaning 

o Connotative meaning 
 

● Impact of specific word 

choice on: 
o Meaning 

o tone 

2 
 

 
 

 
 
3 

Students Know: 

● Analyze text for word choice as it impacts meaning and tone of text. 

● Analyze how specific word choice sets the tone of a text (e.g., formal vs. 
informal). 

● Analyze how word choice creates a sense of time and/or place. 
● Analyze and evaluate the overall patterns of diction in the whole text and 

its impact on meaning and tone. 

● Analyze the cumulative impact of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, 
simile, metonymy, overstatement, oxymoron, understatement) and its 
impact on meaning and tone. 

POWER STANDARD:W.9.3 

 

WRITE 

 
 

DEVELOP 
 
 

 
USING  

 

● narratives 

 
 

● real or imagined experiences 
or events 

 

 
● effective technique 

● well-chosen details 
● well-structured event 

sequences 

 

 

 
 

3 
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Students Know: 

● Effective narrative techniques.  

● Well-chosen details and well-structured events add clarity, suspense, and/or 
conflict to the narrative.  

Students Can: 

● Formulate a real or imagined experience. 

● Engage and orient the reader by clearly setting out a problem or situation. 
● Develop experiences, events, and/or characters by using effective narrative 

techniques. 

● Incorporate well-chosen details into an original narrative.  
● Structure narratives with appropriate sequencing to create a coherent whole. 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

analysis 
analyze  

central idea 
     cite 

determine 
engage 
explicit 

inference 
objective summary 

observation 
orient 
point of view 

provide 
situation 

smooth progression 
support 
textual evidence 

theme 

coherent  
connotative 

consult 
convey 

cumulative 
denotation 
emerge 

etymology 
euphemism 

evoke 
figurative 
impact 

manipulate 
nuance 

oxymoron 
parallel 
preliminary 

refine 
representation 
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Essential Questions  
 

Corresponding Big Ideas 

 

 

1. How can I analyze what a text says, 
both explicitly and implicitly? 

 
 
 

 
2. How do literary elements shape and 

refine theme over the course of a text? 
 
 

 
 

 
3. How does the author’s manipulation of 

language help to shape the meaning 

and tone of a text? 
 
 

 
 

 
4. How can I write a compelling story 

based on real or imagined 

experiences? 
 

 

 

1. Skilled readers will refer to specific 
evidence throughout a text to show 

how an author reveals meaning in a 
text. 
 

 
2. You can determine the central ideas 

of a text by summarizing content, 
examining specific details, and 
analyzing the events of the 

narrative. 
 

3. Word choice distinguishes an 
author’s overall style and purpose. 
Skilled readers recognize, analyze, 

and appreciate authors’ 
manipulations of language, both 

subtle and obvious, in a text. 
 

  

4. You can write a relevant and 
engaging narrative by developing a 

strong point of view, introducing 
memorable characters, crafting a 
smooth progression of events, and 

using precise words, phrases, and 
well-chosen language. 
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District Assessments 

 

 
 

Unit 1 Pre-Assessment 

 

 

 
 

ELA Grade 9 Common Assessment  

 
(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Learning Scenario 

 

Our local cable station is recruiting student production teams to develop “spotlight 

biography” segments for a new show featuring up-and-coming teens to watch. To apply 
for this TV production job, you must submit a sample “spotlight biography” for yourself.  

The writing must focus on one particular event that has changed you in some way or that 
you feel defines you.  It is NOT the whole story of your life – just the telling of one special 
event that will show the reader who you are. Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 Plainfield Public Schools                                ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 9 Unit 1 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

 
Task 1:   Plot Stages Diagram – Show story elements on a plot stages diagram. 

 
Task 2:   “Tweet the Story” 

 
Task 3:    Generate writing ideas 
 

Task 4:  Write your narrative for the Spotlight Biography application. 
 

**Optional – Depending on time and available technology, students can develop a visual 
version of their narrative.  For example, a picture montage with a voice over using 
Windows Movie Maker (available in labs at PHS); a cartoon using PowToon or 

Goanimate; their own comic strips; or a collage depicting their narrative. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards:  RL 9.1, RL 9.2, RL.9.4 

Additional Standards: RL 9.5, W 9.4, W 9.10, L 9.1.b, L 9.2  
 
Task 1 Detailed: 

          Following your teacher’s directions, complete a plot stages diagram for a story you 
have recently read. Show which parts of the story represent these plot elements: 

exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.  Cite the sections or pages 
next to each entry.  In the space below the diagram or on a separate page, explain why 
you made the choices you did, citing textual evidence.  

 

Performance Task #1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 

 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 
 All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 Provides multiple 

examples of 
narrative elements 

(in the exposition, 
rising action, etc.) 
 

€ Addresses all 
plot stages 

€ Provides text 

evidence for 
each stage 

€ Provides 
explanation for 
each selection  

€ Meets  2 of 
the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 

€ Meets fewer than 2 of 
the “Proficient” criteria 

€ Task to be repeated 

after re-teaching 
€ Comments: 

 
 

Key: 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 
3 = Meeting the Standards 

2 = Approaching the Standards 
1 = Below Standards 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 
task:  

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
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x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: RL.9.1, RL.9.2, RL.9.4 

Additional Standards: W.9.4 
 

Task #2 Detailed: Tweet the story 
For this task you may use the narrative from Task #1, or a different story.  
 

● Reread the story, analyzing how a theme develops over the course of the text. 
Annotate the text by marking the words, images, and other details related to theme 
or central idea you have determined.  

● In writing, examine and explain how these ideas occur or recur throughout the text 
to create the theme or central idea. Show how this theme emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details. 
 

● Compose a “tweet” (140 characters) that summarizes the story. 

   
Example: In future dystopia, chosen teens battle to death in a government reality 

show that distracts citizens from their suffering and exploitation. (The Hunger 
Games) 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 All “proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 Determines more than 
one theme or central 

idea supported by 
textual evidence 

 Determines a 

theme or 
central idea of 
the text. 

 Analyzes in 
detail the 

development 
of the 
theme/central 

idea over the 
course of the 

text 
 Includes how 

the 

theme/central 
idea emerges 

and is shaped 
and refined by 
specific 

details 
 Provides a 

140-character 
objective 
summary of 

the text   

 Meets 

__3__ 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Meets fewer than 

__3__ “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be repeated 

after re-teaching 
 Comments: 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 
2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

Power Standards:  W.9.3 

Additional Standards: W.9.5, W.9.10, SL.9.1  
   

Task 3 Detailed: Generate Ideas 
 

The writer Willa Cather said, “Most of the basic material a writer works with is acquired 
before the age of fifteen.” She believed that the themes of our lives emerge in our 
childhood and adolescence, giving each of us many topics to write about. 

 
It’s time now to think about all you have experienced in your life. What are some topics that 

show something important about who you are? 
 
Use the “Questions for Memoirists” to come up with a list of ideas for writing your “spotlight 

biography”. It is not necessary to respond to every question, but think about each one and 
then list the ideas that capture a memory that interests you. 

 
When you have compiled your list, you will share a few of your ideas with two or three 
classmates. This discussion might jog some new memories for you to add to your list. 

 
Review your list. Which ideas seem most interesting to write about? Do you see a pattern 

or theme? Circle two or three topics that stand out to you. 
 
Source: Lessons That Change Writers, Nancie Atwell 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 
 

 All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 

 

 Responds to at 

least 10 questions 
 Participates in peer 

discussion by 
contributing ideas 

 Participates in peer 

discussion by 
listening and 

responding to 
others’ ideas 
 

 Meets _2_ 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Meets fewer than 

_2_“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 
3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2= Approaching the Standards 
1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.9.3 

Additional Standards: W.9.4, W.9.5, W.9.6, L.9.1, L.9.2, L.9.3, L.9.4 
  
Task 4 Detailed: Write your narrative for the Spotlight Biography application 

 
          For this task, you will select ONE idea from the list you generated in Task #3 that you 

feel changed your life or defines who you are as a person.  Perhaps it was the day you met 
your best friend, or lost a loved one.  Maybe it is the day you realized what you wanted to 
do for the rest of your life, or perhaps you witnessed something in life or on television that 

really changed the way you thought about the world.  Whatever it is, you are going to focus 
on it in detail.  This is NOT the story of your whole life - just a detailed narrative of one 

special event that has taken place.   
 
           Use the writing process to develop your narrative using the rubric below as a guide. 

Your final packet will include your original draft, a peer review sheet, your own notes for 
revision, and a final clean copy.  Make sure your final copy is typed and edited for proper 

spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
 

 

Performance Task #4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

 
 All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 
 Writing demonstrates 

superior style and craft 

(Uses irony, figurative 
language etc.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Submits evidence of 
the writing process 

(multiple drafts, peer 
review sheet, etc.)  

 Engages the reader 

by setting out a 
problem, situation or 

observation 
 Orients the reader by 

establishing point of 

view 
 Creates a smooth 

progression of 
experiences or 
events 

 Uses dialogue, 

 Meets _7_ 
“Proficient” 

criteria 

 Meets less 
than _7_ 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 
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Key 

4 = Exceeding the 

Standards 
3= Meeting the Standards 

(Proficient) 
2= Approaching the 
Standards 

1= Below Standard 

pacing, description, 

and reflection 
 Sequences events so 

they build on one 

another to create a 
coherent whole. 

 Uses precise words 
and phrases, telling 
details, and sensory 

language 
 Provides a 

conclusion that 
follows from and 
reflects on what has 

taken place over the 
course of the 

narrative. 
 
€ Demonstrates 

command of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

spelling. 
 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

x❑ Summarizing and Note Taking 

❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

x❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

x❑ Cooperative Learning 

x❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 

x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

x❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation Strategies 

(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 

 

Additional Supports: 

● Small group instruction 
● Varied questioning strategies 
● Various organizers 

● One-on-one teacher assistance 
● Peer tutoring 

● Alternate texts 
 
Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 

● Alternate Texts 
● Independent study with higher level 

concepts and skills 
 
 

● Direct/ explicit instruction 

● Additional time 
● Assistive technology 
● Advance organizers 

● Accommodations for learning styles 
or multiple intelligences  

● Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 
● Modified instruction 
● Peer tutoring 

● Parental support 
● Involvement of Guidance or 

Learning Specialist 
● Reassessment of lesson or teaching 

style 

 

Specially Designed Instruction for 
Special Education Students 

Strategies for English Language 
Learners 

 
● Additional time 
● Modified assignments appropriate to 

skills and ability 
● Change of pace 

● Small group work 
● Use of visuals or audio to enhance 

lessons 

● Scaffold information 
● Peer mentors 

● Allow extra response time 
● Cooperative learning groups 
● Build upon student’s prior knowledge 

● Questions and activities appropriate 
to student levels of English ability 

● Consistent checks for understanding 
(oral and written) 

● Visuals and graphic organizers 

● Connections to primary language 
and culture 

● Assignments modified on an 
individual and as-needed basis 

● Modified reading list 

● Check to be sure students know and 
can apply related concepts for the 

unit: theme, analyze, summarize, 
and supporting details 

● Give students the opportunity to 

draw the story first as a cartoon strip 
with notes, captions, and dialogue, 

in their own language if they prefer, 
before writing. 
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● Ask students to tell their story before 

writing it. 
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Lessons and Resources  

Grade Nine 
Unit One 
Power Standards RL.9.1, RL.9.2, RL.9.4, RL.9.5, W.9.3 

 

Standard: RL.9.1  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Learning 

Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Draw 

inferences 

from literary 

text to make 

and support an 

analysis that 

goes beyond 

the obvious by 

using strong 

and thorough 

evidence 

gathered from 

reading. 

 

Have students focus on 

the differences between 

literal and inferential 

ideas in the text.  

 

Pose questions that 

require students to look 

closely at the text for 

answers. 

 

  

2 NOTE: See text resources for all 

standards at the end of this document. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/pjwjbe9 

 (4 minute video about 

 finding textual  evidence) 

 

http://tinyurl.com/navnb84 

 (8 minute video about 

 finding textual  evidence) 

 

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos

/analyzing-author-choices-nea 

Sample lesson: Collaborating in 

Close Reading 

Support  

conclusions 

with explicit 

and implicit 

textual 

evidence. 

 

Give students several 

pieces of evidence and 

ask them to determine 

what explicit idea in the 

text the evidence 

supports. 

 

3 

Synthesize 

evidence 

collected from 

Have students review 

their responses to an 

open-ended question or 

3 

http://tinyurl.com/pjwjbe9
http://tinyurl.com/pjwjbe9
http://tinyurl.com/navnb84
http://tinyurl.com/navnb84
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/analyzing-author-choices-nea
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/analyzing-author-choices-nea
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the text to best 

support 

conclusions. 

 

a draft of a literary 

essay to highlight what 

is analysis and what is 

textual evidence.  

 

Standard: RL.9.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

Learning 

Targets: 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

An author's 

use of motif 

(i.e. central 

idea) can help 

illuminate the 

theme of a 

particular text. 

 

Ask students to 

generate all possible 

ideas and themes after 

a first read of the text, 

then determine which of 

them the text most fully 

develops. 

1, 3 

 

 

NOTE: See text resources for all 

standards at the end of this document. 

http://tinyurl.com/aucfo4e 

(An 11 minute video on how to 

identify theme in a work of 

literature) 

 

http://tinyurl.com/pyugdpj 

(five minute video on how to 

write a summary) 

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos

/increase-engagement-and-

understanding 

Video: Literary Analysis through 

Interactive Stations 

 

http://goo.gl/DSrGNc  

Summary Tweet Sheet 

Analyze how 

the inter-

relationships of 

literary 

elements 

influence the 

development 

of plot and 

subplots, 

complex 

characters, 

and themes in 

text. 

 

Display a digital text or 

use a document camera 

to show students how to 

annotate a text. 

 

2 

Analyze how a Provide sentence 3 

http://tinyurl.com/aucfo4e
http://tinyurl.com/aucfo4e
http://tinyurl.com/pyugdpj
http://tinyurl.com/pyugdpj
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/increase-engagement-and-understanding
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/increase-engagement-and-understanding
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/increase-engagement-and-understanding
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/increase-engagement-and-understanding
http://goo.gl/DSrGNc
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theme or 

central idea 

develops over 

the course of 

the text (e.g., 

motif), 

including evi-

dence from the 

text as 

support. 

 

frames (see sample* in 

Resources) or graphic 

organizers to assist in 

mapping an idea from 

beginning to end of the 

text to better see how it 

develops. 

Ask students to 

generate possible ideas 

and themes in a text, 

then determine which of 

them the text most fully 

develops. 

 

*Sample Sentence Frame: 

Early on, the author says X 

about ______, then suggests Y, 

finally arguing Z about ____ by 

the end. 

Explain how 

specific details 

from the text 

refine or create 

subtle 

distinctions 

that shape the 

theme. 

 

Consider which words, 

phrases, and images 

recur throughout the 

text, signaling the 

central idea. 

2 

Use a range of 

textual 

evidence to 

support 

summaries 

and 

interpretations 

of texts (e.g., 

purpose, 

plot/subplot, 

central idea, 

theme). 

 

Direct students to 

underline, label, or 

somehow code all the 

words, images, or other 

details related to the 

central ideas or themes 

throughout the text, then 

examine how their use 

evolves over the course 

of the text. 

 

2 
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Provide an 

objective 

summary. 

 

Provide models of 

effective summaries for 

students to examine. 

1 

 

Standard: RL.9.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning 
and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). 
Learning 

Targets: 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Analyze text 

for word choice 

as it impacts 

meaning and 

tone of text. 

 

Display a digital text or 

use a document camera 

to show students how to 

annotate a text. 

 

2 

 

 

NOTE: See text resources for all 

standards at the end of this document. 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyze how 

specific word 

choice sets the 

tone of a text 

(e.g., formal 

vs. informal). 

 

Direct students to 

underline, label, or 

somehow code all the 

words, images, or other 

details related to the 

tone of the text; then 

examine how their use 

evolves over the course 

of the text. 

 

2 

 

 

 

Analyze how 

word choice 

creates a 

sense of time 

and/or place. 

Use the “think aloud” 

approach to model close 

reading, showing 

students how to 

examine a text by 

scrutinizing its words, 

sentence structures, or 

2 
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any other details 

needed to understand 

its explicit meaning. 

 

Analyze and 

evaluate the 

overall 

patterns of 

diction in the 

whole text and 

its impact on 

meaning and 

tone. 

 

Draw students’ attention 

to specific words, 

sentences, or 

paragraphs that are 

essential to the meaning 

of the text; ask them to 

explain what a word 

means or how it is used 

in that sentence or how 

a specific sentence 

contributes to the 

meaning of the larger 

text. 

 

 

Analyze the 

cumulative 

impact of 

figurative 

language (e.g., 

metaphor, 

simile, 

metonymy, 

overstatement, 

oxymoron, 

under-

statement) and 

its impact on 

meaning and 

tone. 

Model text analysis 

through a think-aloud as 

you read a text, noting 

the author’s use of 

certain words that 

combine with others to 

add meaning or serve 

some other purpose. 

 

 

 



28 
 

 Plainfield Public Schools                                ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 9 Unit 1 

 

Standard: RL.9.5 
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 
Learning 

Targets: 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Identify 

multiple or 

parallel plots 

within a text 

and how they 

impact the 

meaning of 

text. 

 

Model for students how 

to determine the 

structure of a complex 

text and use that 

knowledge to better 

understand and analyze 

the text through close 

reading. 

2 

 

 

NOTE: See text resources for all 

standards at the end of this document. 

 

 

 

http://quizlet.com/428987/plot-elements-

flash-cards/ 

(Flash cards and tips on 

identifying elements of plot and 

narrative 

 

 

Analyze how 

the author 

manipulates 

time in the text 

and how it 

creates effects 

such as 

mystery, 

tension, or 

surprise. 

 

Have students identify 

shifts in time in a text, 

including flashbacks or 

flash-forwards, and 

discuss why the author 

chose to manipulate 

time in that way at that 

specific point in the 

story. 

 

2 

 

 

 

Classify and 

evaluate the 

sequence of 

events in a 

text. 

 

Create a timeline or 

another type of graphic 

representation of the 

story sequence. 

1 

Examine how 

the structure of 

Display a digital text or 

use a document camera 

to show students how to 

2 

http://quizlet.com/428987/plot-elements-flash-cards/
http://quizlet.com/428987/plot-elements-flash-cards/
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text creates an 

emotional 

response 

within the 

reader. 

analyze a text structure. 

 

 

 

 

Standard: W.9.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
Learning 

Targets: 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Formulate a 

real or 

imagined 

experience. 

Generate with students 

a list of the elements of 

an effective narrative for 

the story you assign. 

 

 

1 

 

 

http://goo.gl/3HrK2E 

 Memoir sample Ideas 

 

 

 

http://www.shmoop.com/video/how-to-

make-anything-sound-narrative 

(Five minute video on what to look for 

in a narrative) 

 

 

 

http://www.powtoon.com/account/signup/  

PowToon – create animated video 

presentations 

Engage and 

orient the 

reader by 

clearly setting 

out a problem 

or situation. 

Have students examine 

a sampling of narratives 

to identify effective 

techniques for engaging 

and orienting the reader. 

 

 

2 

 

 

Develop 

experiences, 

events, and/or 

characters by 

using effective 

narrative 

techniques. 

 

When writing personal 

narratives, ask students 

to fill in a graphic 

organizer with boxes to 

collect ideas about what 

the people (characters) 

in the story say, do, 

think, and feel prior to 

writing. 

2 

http://goo.gl/3HrK2E
http://goo.gl/3HrK2E
http://www.shmoop.com/video/how-to-make-anything-sound-narrative
http://www.shmoop.com/video/how-to-make-anything-sound-narrative
http://www.powtoon.com/account/signup/
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https://goanimate4schools.com/public_ind

ex 

Go Animate for Schools – create 

animated videos (requires a paid 

subscription) 

 

Incorporate 

well-chosen 

details into an 

original 

narrative.  

Have students analyze 

dialogue, description 

and other details in the 

stories they read for 

ideas they can use in 

their own. 

 

2 

Structure 

narratives with 

appropriate 

sequencing to 

create a 

coherent 

whole. 

Have students write on 

post-it notes or index 

cards key events or 

scenes in the narrative 

they are creating. Ask 

them to arrange the 

events in different ways, 

stopping to explain their 

thinking to others. 

3 

 

 

Text Resources for all literature 

standards  
Personal Narratives:    

“Funeral” by Ralph Fletcher   
(http://goo.gl/wWK1gY )  

“Fish Cheeks” by Amy Tan   
(http://tinyurl.com/pqnohfo) 

 “By Any Other Name” by Santha Rama Rau  
  (http://tinyurl.com/nta37cd) 
 A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier  

by Ishmael Beah  
(http://bisteachers.cratercomets.com/sinks_jer
emy/literature/a_long_way_gone/aLongWayG
oneMemoirsBoySoldier.pdf ) 

 Marshfield Dreams by Ralph Fletcher 
 From Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 
 “The Rights to the Streets of Memphis” 

 by Richard Wright (McDougal Littell, p.112) 

 
Fiction Texts:  
 “Two Kinds” by Amy Tan (McDougal Littell, p.474)  

https://goanimate4schools.com/public_index
https://goanimate4schools.com/public_index
http://goo.gl/wWK1gY
http://tinyurl.com/pqnohfo
http://tinyurl.com/nta37cd
http://bisteachers.cratercomets.com/sinks_jeremy/literature/a_long_way_gone/aLongWayGoneMemoirsBoySoldier.pdf
http://bisteachers.cratercomets.com/sinks_jeremy/literature/a_long_way_gone/aLongWayGoneMemoirsBoySoldier.pdf
http://bisteachers.cratercomets.com/sinks_jeremy/literature/a_long_way_gone/aLongWayGoneMemoirsBoySoldier.pdf
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“A Daughter of Invention” by Julia Alvarez (McDougal 
Littell, p. 80) 

 “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant   
  (http://goo.gl/24A2r ) 

“The Flowers”  by Alice Walker  
(http://goo.gl/QrBy4L ) 

“Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost   
(http://tinyurl.com/7xwkhb3)  

“Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
(http://tinyurl.com/aalfoha) 

 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
The House On Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

 

 

http://goo.gl/24A2r
http://goo.gl/QrBy4L
http://tinyurl.com/7xwkhb3
http://tinyurl.com/aalfoha

